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‘Fresent Condition

Funber of Stories

LY g

Meterials of Construction

Luzerne County, Pennsylvenis

Glen Alden Coal Comoany.
1832.

. Janeson Harvey,

Tot too well oreserved,
been placed sedarating house into two sectlons.f
Left side of building was ouilt et a somevwhatl. .

later date, possivly only geveral months or a -

year, DMireplaces are open, Doors and some of "
the flooring is originzl, Stairways and main’

front entrance is original,

Two and one nalf,

Stone foundations. Exterior walls, frame and
interior Tinish, walls and ceilings, plastered,
Flooring is vine, randon widths., TRoof is con~
structed of wood shingles,

i

Sege ez ?

lwfg“i /«c%n

Modern vartitions have & -




H.oA.B.S. Fo, Pa. 237
Fere 1, Co

TR HARYEY HoUsH
Yest Nonticoke, Tuzerne County, FPennsylvenis

n

Be‘usmm He rveJ, firgt of the fomily of Harveys 1o migrate to the Valley
of Wyoming, was the granifather of Jameson Harvey who huilt the presént Her-
vey house, came to Wroming in 1772 and was aimitted a oroorieter in Flymouth
Tovnshin z2nd immediately besan to erect a dwelling, He was also given =
tract of land lying south weeit of Clymouth, vy members of the Suscuenanns
Jompany in e)r"l"‘3619u.1_01'). for gervices rendered. He began in 1773, to erect
g saw ikl and in 1'{7 hegan the erection of two 1oz dwelling houses, He
then disposed of his 13_1’1(1 in Flymouth Townshiin and moved his fanily to the
new houses, at West Wanticok :

In Decenber, 1720, Benjsnin Hervey and his son, Flishe (£ ry S
son) were taken Trisoners, logether ¥ith fowr others snd marched toverd Fort .
fiagara. They were detained thers wmtil late soring of 1781 when Benjamin
was relessed on perdle, by the military suthorities at Fort FHiagera, who
evidently, were of ithe opinion thet he vee too azed to be kept a vrisoner o
to aid the couse of the rebels. It was on his trip homewsrd that Benjomin
fiscovered "Harvey's LakeV, vhich is the larsest notursl lake in Fortheastern
Pennsylvenia. He arrived in Wilkes-Zarre in July end he ond his dpughter re~
turned o thelr nome in Flymouthi. He then began to build a new dewelling and
2 new szw nill on his %lantation below Shavmey", end during the suwwer of
1732, Journeyed on horse-back to Hontreal, fansda for the vurpose of bI‘i"l{.l g
his gon Elisha, home.

Pinally, in 1784, the violence Which had been heaped by the Pennamites; L
upon the residents of Wyoming, cesmsed and Mr. Harvey wos able to conduct hig ™
saw mill, snd begen, early in 1788, the erection of a grést mill, At the.
time of his death in 1795, he was building another mill. 411 of these mills
pagsed into the Landis of his 'daughter, Lusy Eiaz‘ve:.-" Tillbur}f'. '

Mr. Hervey died at his home in Flymouth '“ownsnm nesr vina t iz now West
Tanticoke, November 27, 1795 in the seventy~fourth year of his age. Charles -
Miner says in his "History of Wyoming", "Benjarin Hervey wes esteered one of
the most considerate, vrudent men smong those vwho firgt estavlighed themselves
in the Valley. His neme ig on the enrliest list in the Township of Flymouths:
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Ee emigrated from Lyme, New London Gounty, Jonnecticnt, and wse the intimate
friend and fregquently, the confidential adviser of Colonel Butler, they hav-
ing formerly been neighbhors. Ee waes often employed in <l tuations of fruvel
end delicacy, anc his ovinions were regarfed with marized regzcet W

Jameson Harvey wae Dorn near vhalt ie now West Nanticole, Flymouth Tovm~
shiv, Luzerne Couwnty, Feunsylvenia on HNew Yesr's Day, 1796, the sixth child
of Elisha enc Rosanns Hsrvey. His father died vwhen he was bul little past
four yeers of age, and he end his brothers and sisters were repred by their
mother on the ancestrel "lantation! in Flymouth Towmship.

In December, 1813, Joseph Jameson vas appointed suardisn of the latteris

estate and in the following Lpril when a division of the regl estste of
Elisha Horver, decessed, wag mede, Mr, Jameson drav for hls verd pourvarty
Ho. 2, coatalning 163.79 pereg, Tals tract, vhich wer glmost trisnguder in

ghape loy ne:rly in the middle of the Pplantation and within its bourds
ware the o0ld home of Benjariin Harvey and the "Wlunkei® rocke. A considershle
"wertion wag improved., Some years later Jameson purchased of his brother
Silas, the latter's share of the sncestrel estete consisting of 187 acres
and was bounded on one side by Harvey'ls Oreek snd one side by the river,

He deternined to follow farming as an occupation and begen early to improve
‘his property. He cleared up a large auentity of new lend on his proverty
“end reised good crops of ceresls while upon some of the land which had been
the longest under cultivetion, he planted fruit trees.

In 1832, Mr. Har‘:éy er’éctecl 2t an almost centrel point on his proverty,
on the hillsife overlooking the Susauehanns, a2 substantial and commocdious
freme regidence. This, in ite day, wes one of the finest end most attrac—
tive of the numercus country homes in the Tallewv of Fyoming., e ‘*ouse,
as it is todey, is sadly neglected and sunken from its former siste. Hav-
ing passed. from the ovnersinin of Jemeson Hervey into the possesswn of n
f‘or-ﬂ ~aining coupany nearly sixiy years ago, and heen occunied sinece then,
by vericus tenants vho ¢id not realize nor annreciate its true volue, its
oresent untidy and shabby apcesrance mey resdily be nceomnted for. To this
nouse vwhere he had heen Lorn, Janeson Harvey removed with his mother, short-
1y bvefore Christmas, 1832, and a few days leter he brought his wife, "Polly"
Cempoell, to whom he had been married in Hancver Townghio on DNecember 23,
1332,

. The exdstence of znthracite coal in vhat is now the township of Plymouth
ves well xmorn to the early explorers and survejyors. It tfpa al g0 knowm,
throud o certein letter, that there wss good coal on the Mlantation nropers
Cokyu, It wes not untﬂ "L%OS tnat the mineral becan to oe evtae'qea of very




-of generel merchandise, which business he conducted for a numher of yesd

and mines thereon, his mining machliery, etec. Mr. Harvey continued to- ce.rr
on there for about a year Yonger, his fsruing operations,. w’zule Wzlla.am I
and H.H, Harvey conducted their mercaniile business at ¥est Nenticoke during

- first in g freme house on Frenklin St., Below South, belong_-lg to W.J, and

Just built by W.J. end H.H. Hervey, waes turned over to J«_;mgsonr‘ﬁaz-v_ey and
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much value., Up to that yesr it had never been used for domestic purposes.
No one supposed it would turn without the zid of on air hlest. In Febru~
ary, 1808, Judge Jesse Fell of Vilkes-Berre discovered, as the result of '
an experiment, that Mhe common tyue stoune coaml of the Valley® could be
barned in & stove ant an open grate. :

In 1827, Jameson Harvey discovered cozl on hiec portion of the proper—
ty and the next vear began Gigging coal and sending it down the river to- - © =
market., XNone of the apnliances of modern mining were then mown in the -
Valley., Cosl vwos loosened by the aid of g nick, sledge-hsmmer and a wedge.
About 1818, they Dbegan to blazt down coal by the use of povder. Jameson -
Hérvey srried on nie mining ovnerations for & mumber of }eavq in acwomance
with the methods then Hrevailing in Wyomi ng; but 2s more amile and less
expensive facilities wore afforded for sending eozl to markzet and the coal:
trade ineressed., nevw methods were adopted by Mr. EBarvey, One of the ear—
liest breekers erected in Flymouth Townshin was that of Jameson Hervey '
built sbout sixty rods from hig residence, :

For two or threeé years sbhout 183l, Janeson Harvey, in addition to oper-
ating nis own mine, wre engaged in the coal business in Fliymouth mwnfmi*a -
in pertunership with his broiliers-in-law George Lane and Thomas Fringle. -

In 1831¥ he opened, near his mine at Vest Nanticoke z store for the esle -

in connection with his coal businese. 4 few yeure later, he engoged elso
in the menufacture of lumber, &snd this work he carriesd on guite extensive- -~
1y for some yevrs, hot only in Flymouth, but in other townships where he -
owned lezrge timber tracts. During all these years he continued to oversee
anc direct the fayming opersitions oun. his 10.11& nesr ¥est *G'e‘lticos:e.

In 1863, Mr, Harvey turned his wmin ing btusiness over %o his sons_, and’
during the next six yesrs devoted 21l his time to limber and ferming inter—..
este in Flynouth, Lehmen Townships and elsevhere, In February, 13871, Jame~
son Harvey sold to the Suscuehanna Coal Tompany, for a large sur of money,
his 350.75 acres of land at West Nanticoke together with 21l the buildings

the sgne _time.

LX) 3

" Jemeson Havvey snd his ’Pemll}? ‘then moved to Wilkes-Bavre; . tqev 'r'esm.ea

H.H. Harvey, end which had just been erected. Inm 1872, the brick vesa.denr:
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his femily, He lived there until hie death at the age of eighty~-nine,

Within a few years after purchasing the proverty the Susguehanna Coal
Company demollished the 0ld hresker snd uwpon ite site erected s larger and
more moGern one, which was kmown as Sustuehanna Bresker #3%. About 1397,

this hreaker was torn down by ite owners, there heing no further use for
.L

it, zg 8ll the coal had been removed ITrom the workings in that immedliate
locality.

Because of hig long life-—-gll of wnich was spent in Tuzerne Connty,
nis varied husiness relations vith many neople during weny years, ond the
Succees vhich he achieved in the verious enternrises with vhich he had

sen econnected, Jemeson Herver wes, in the latier yeors of his life, one
of the best mown men In the Yaller of Wybming. In hic death, the last of
the original cosl operstors, and the oldest native-born resident, of the
Valley of Wyoming pasced away.

The Harvey House was built in 1832 by Jemeson Harvey. It iz & very
go0f exzmple of CJolonigl architecture of the Georgian period, Tae house
is built on field stone foundations sbout four feet in height; frame con-
struction-~exterior finish, wood siding, and interior finisn, wells and ]
ceilings, plastered. Roof is gebled on east and west elevations anmd is .. ’
constructed of wood shingles. '

The main entrance isg Coloniel in design with a decorated fan-shaped
trensom made of glass and wood strips. Door frames are fluted with vlain
caps. The door is panelled and has a high 8ill. Sens are plzin, wide
stone elabs. Entrancé from the front norch is modera. The house has receat-
1y been divided into two separate peris by a partition next to the main
stairvey in the hall, on first and second floors. The original gortion

" 'of the house is um to the porch on the rizht side, ZTrom the front, The
other portion vas ‘xlded at s somevhat 1nter date, probavly only 2 few
veare aftter the main portion was completed. At one time, there was &2

. lean~%0 or ﬁosgloly, a swmer kitchen toward the resr on the rest eleva~

tion, with a passage lesfing from the kitchen. The lean~+o has been re-
roved and tne aasqage closea._

o Gmigiﬁally tqere was but one back entrance. Taere are now three.
The original door is very wide and penelled. The old box latch md hard—
ware remain. There are four spall panes of gless in the transom, Al
the orlginal door frames are carved and fluted vith squere Dlsin corner
blocks, + The front porch is small with twe plain vwocden colunmns sugnort-
lng the second story,.. : S
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Uoon entering the house, we find a long Wide.hall vihich is now par=-
titioned into %vwo sortions. The nain steirwsy to the cecond floor is
Toltonial, very simple and easy., Tne balusters are spindle~type, the bhan—
nisters ané nevels, 2la There ig oanalling wnder the ctalrway. Behind
the steirvey is anotnm };a; tition cutting off the resr portion o the hall,
Toere ig also 2 wartition on hoth gides malring this portion & s=mell room,
now used as storage space. : ' -

To the rizht of the original mein hall, is the door lesding to the
living room. The original thumb latches are still in place on the dooxr, .
There zre two windows Danelled bvelow, facing front elevation and a similar

window facing esst, The fireplace is open. Pace is stone, Hearth is slate. -°

Back of firenlace is stone and bevelled. There ave verming ovens decorated
with brass knobs. Tacse vere removed from the kitchen firerlace.  The stone
lintel hes an ornament similar to those on either side of frening. Mantel
ig wood vwith decorative center rosette., Door from living room leads to
present kitchen, Tals was formerly the sitting room, The fireplace has
rlain woond mantel with decorstive conter and ornsamented sides. . The face
. end hearth are drick, There are built-in panelled cm)booms. Gne m.ndow -
: faces rvesr and one, esmt, Modern door to back porch '

’I‘he second floor in ”11% OI‘le”l"lal portion of tne oull(”._nﬂ hau & long,
harrow hall. Bed room at top of stairs, to the left is small, There ig
one window and one closet, Closet door has orizinal i hardware, There is
a very small room nezt to fthis, Drobeoly used for storage. Here slso, we
have old thumbd latenes. Door to the righi of the hall leszds toflai'ge.-‘_bed '
room with chelir rail, as in hall., One window faces enst, ancother Taces:
rear. There is an open fireplace with wood mantel and freming. hiantel
hes cerved plague in center, brick hesrth and fa ce.._. ‘This fireplace ig
covered by removahle snzelt'i. B

There is one \umow at far end of hall, - Another bed room 1"i this p&,‘t‘t
of hall is cuite lavge, with two windows facing froat and one. facing east. ‘
There 1t one closet, Tae original entrance to the aitic has door w with
mnususl tyee of hardvare. There are four distinct types of ‘-ﬂﬁ;ﬁ{harﬁvare
on the various doors in thig and the newer section of the house.  One of
these is modern, Taere is a chair reil iz first snd second floor halls
'and in 111?1 g room and k:Ltcpen on first *‘1001‘. ' ' S

'I‘he newer yortion ar “1eft side of the ‘house has @i entrance fro*t '
'qmalT porch. This entrance leads into modern 1iving room.  There is a’
modern pariition betwesn it and kitchen., These two roomg weve fomez’ly
one large Xitchen. Pireplace is closed. A4 small room 1ead1rg from lcitcaen
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wag probably used as hed room originally. This is now 2 dinette, Another
smell room off oresent living room was formerly storsge room, now used as
bed room., There is one window facing resr. There is alse a small 'Jantry
with door leading to rear porci. Another door from ¥itchen is closed up.
Door from cresent living room leads into former msin hell., Enirance to
cellar here, This 1s now enclosed by modsrn partitions. L
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Tre brck steirway leads from kitchen, It is closed by door with the
original hardware. The stens are norvow and lead to a very narrow hall.,
There is a large roon ab ton of stairs facing renr., Originel leotchies on
Goor. Another large bed room faces fromt. There is a closed stairway to. %
attic witn original latches and brass khobs on door. The attic is excep~ . | 1
tionally large and is not nartitioned. Roof is pitched. T

From front bedroom there is & 4oor leading to adjoining bed room wWhich
is #lso large. There are two mindows facing front anéd a closed- uwp door
leading to originsl hell. (loset door has original hardwsre, here is a

large storage closet in the hall in this sectiomn of the house.
_ B ' "mthch@%-r
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, Historical information obtained from the following: Mru. .éarnest G.
Smith, grand~daushter of Janeson Hervey,, ¥he Harvey Book® by Ogc:ar :
Jewell Earvey, AJM. {This is a book ‘ov'lvatelv nrinted by the autr»or, of
which there sre only two hundred and ten copies. ) :




